
 

2015 (2010) HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION STANDARDS  
Adopted February 23, 2010 By Reference O-10-12; Amended October 27, 2015 O-15-124; 

Amended December 8, 2015 O-15-137 

STANDARDS FOR THE HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION, DEFINING THE ROBINSON HISTORIC 
DISTRICT BOUNDARIES, HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION REGULATIONS AND PROCEDURES 

FOR THE PROTECTION AND PRESERVATION OF THE HISTORIC PROPERTIES AND FEATURES 
WITHIN HISTORIC DISTRICTS, REPEALING AND REPLACING ORDINANCES O-02-124 AND 

O-04-43 

SecQon 1. CreaQon and Members: 

A. There is hereby created the Conway Historic District Commission pursuant to the authority contained in 
ACA § 14-172-2-1et seq, which provisions of said statutes are hereby adopted. 

The Historic District Commission shall consist of seven (7) members appointed by the Mayor with the advice and consent of the 

City Council. Members shall be residents of Conway and demonstrate a posiGve interest in historic preservaGon, possessing 

interest, experGse, experience, or educaGon in architecture, history, urban planning, building rehabilitaGon, real estate, 

archaeology, conservaGon, preservaGon, or related fields. Members may not be salaried city employees or hold an elecGve 

municipal office. Commission membership shall include:  

One (1) representaGve of the Pine Street Community Development CorporaGon 

One (1) representaGve of the Conway Downtown Partnership  

Two (2) residents and/or property owners in a locally designated or naGonal registered historic district or the Old Conway 

Design Overlay District 

Two (2) ciGzen's of Conway  

One (1) architect or other appropriate design professional who may serve any number of terms 

B. Members shall be appointed for terms of three (3) years each and unGl their successors are appointed and 
qualified. The appointment shall be arranged so that the term of at least one (1) member shall expire each 
year. Vacancies shall be filled in the same manner for the balance of the unexpired terms. Members shall 
serve without compensaGon. 

SecGon 2. Officers, MeeGngs and Staff: 

A. The HDC shall elect a Chair and Vice-chair annually from its own members. The Chair shall preside at all 
meeGngs of the HDC.  The Chair shall have the power to appoint commiWees and designate commiWee 
chairs, call special meeGngs, sign all approved minutes and, when authorized, other documents on behalf 
of the HDC and to perform such other duGes as may be ordered by the HDC.  The Vice-Chair shall preside at 
all meeGng and assume all duGes and powers of the Chair in the absence of the Chair. 

B. The Mayor shall designate an individual to serve as the city’s Historic PreservaGon Officer, who shall serve 
as the HDC’s Secretary, provide administraGve support to the HDC, and advise the HDC on maWers 
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submiWed to it.  The Historic PreservaGon Officer may be a current city employee or a consultant procured 
via a contract for professional services. 

1. In addiGon to serving as representaGve of the HDC, the Historic PreservaGon Officer is responsible, with 
the assistance of the Chair, or appointed designee, for coordinaGng the City’s preservaGon acGviGes 
with those of state and naGonal agencies and organizaGons.  The Historic PreservaGon Officer may 
consult, at his or her discreGon, with preservaGon-related professionals including, but not limited to, 
architects, historians, engineers, archeologists and realtors. The Historic PreservaGon Officer may, when 
necessary and with adequate noGce, call special meeGngs of the HDC. 

C. The HDC shall meet at least quarterly, or more frequently if so required, to conduct business.  A simple 
majority of the HDC shall consGtute a quorum for the transacGon of business. 

SecQon 3. Fiscal Procedures: 

The historic district commission is subject to all fiscal procedures of the city. 

 SecQon 4. DuQes Generally: 

A. The Commission may conduct studies for the idenGficaGon and designaGon of historic districts and sites. 
The Commission may proceed at its own iniGaGve or upon a peGGon from any person, group, or 
associaGon. The Commission shall maintain records of all studies and inventories for public use.  The 
Commission shall serve as a governing body for all Historic Districts formed in the City of Conway, subject 
to the provisions of this ordinance and future Historic District ordinances. 

B. The Commission may make recommendaGons to the State Historic PreservaGon Officer for the lisGng of a 
historic district or site in the NaGonal Register of Historic Places. 

C. The Commission will cooperate with the Arkansas Historic PreservaGon Program (AHPP) and the NaGonal 
Park Service (NPS) in the pursuance of CerGfied Local Government (CLG) status. 

D. The Commission shall recommend to the Conway City Council for passage ordinances governing the 
historic districts 

E. The Commission will serve as the official custodian of the City’s history and act as a point of contact for the 
public and for state and federal agencies in all maWers concerning historic preservaGon. 

SecQon 5. DuQes RelaQng to the CreaQon of Historic Districts 

A. The Commission shall make an invesGgaGon and report on the historic significance of the buildings, 
structures, sites, or surroundings included in a proposed historic district and shall transmit copies of its 
report to the Arkansas Historic PreservaGon Program (AHPP), a division of the Department of Arkansas 
Heritage, or its successor agencies, and to the Conway Planning Commission for their consideraGon and 
recommendaGon. AHPP (or applicable state agency) and the Planning Commission shall give their 
recommendaGons to the Historic District Commission within sixty (60) days from the date of receipt of the 
report. 

1. Failure by these bodies to make recommendaGons within sixty (60) days ader the date of the receipt 
shall be taken as approval of the report of the Commission. 

2. RecommendaGons shall be read in full at the required public hearing to be held by the Commission. 

B. The Commission shall hold a public hearing on the establishment of the proposed historic district ader 
giving noGce of such hearing by publicaGon in a newspaper of general circulaGon in the city once a week 
for three (3) consecuGve weeks, the first such publicaGon being at least twenty (20) days prior to the public 
hearing. Such noGce shall include the Gme and place of the hearing, specify the purpose and describe the 
boundaries of the proposed historic district. 
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C. The historic district commission shall submit a final report with its recommendaGon and a drad of a 
proposed ordinance to the City Council within sixty (60) days ader the public hearing. The report shall 
contain the following: 

1. A complete descripGon of the area or areas to be included in any single historic district or districts. Any 
single historic district may embrace nonconGguous lands. 

2. A map showing the exact boundaries of the area or areas to be included within the proposed district or 
districts. 

3. A proposed ordinance designed to implement the provisions of the Arkansas Historic Districts Act [ACA 
§ 14-172-201 et seq.]. 

4. Such other maWers as the commission may deem necessary and advisable, including a statement of 
purpose and policy. 

D. The City Council, ader reviewing the report of the commission, shall take one (1) of the following steps: 

1. Accept the report of the commission and enact the proposed ordinance therein; or, 

2. Return the report to the commission with such amendments and revisions thereto as it may deem 
advisable, for consideraGon by the commission and a further report to the City Council within ninety 
(90) days of such return; or,  

3. Reject the report of the commission, staGng its reasons therefore, and discharge the commission. 

SecQon 6. Purpose: 

It is hereby declared as a maWer of public policy that the protecGon, enhancement, perpetuaGon, and use of such 
areas, improvements and districts of special character or special historic or aestheGc interest or value are public 
necessiGes and are required in the interest of the health, prosperity, safety and welfare of the people of this City. 

The purpose of this Ordinance is to: 

A. Effect and accomplish the protecGon, enhancement, and perpetuaGon of such areas and improvement of 
districts which represent or reflect elements of the City's cultural, social, economic, poliGcal, and 
architectural history; 

B. Safeguard the City's historic, aestheGc, and cultural heritage, as embodied and reflected in such areas; 

C. Stabilize and improve property values in such districts; 

D. Foster civic pride in the beauty and accomplishments of the past; 

E. Protect and enhance the City's aWracGons to tourists and visitors; 

F. Strengthen the economy of the City; and 

G. Promote the use of historic districts and landmarks for the educaGon, pleasure, and welfare of the people 
of the City. 

SecQon 7. Commission Powers: 

Without limiGng the generality of the other provisions of this Ordinance by reason of the following enumeraGon, 
the Historic District Commission (hereader referred to as HDC) shall have, in addiGon to the duGes enumerated in 
Ordinance No. 0-02-124, the authority but not be limited to: 

A. Adopt design review guidelines to be used when considering CerGficate of Appropriateness applicaGons, 
These guidelines will be based upon the Secretary of Interior's Standards for RehabilitaGon (included with 
this ordinance as Appendix A) adapted specifically to the City of Conway. Further, these guidelines must be 
approved in their enGrety by the Conway City Council both in their iniGal form and in all future 
amendments thereto; Guideline creaGon and amendments shall be iniGated by the Historic District 
Commission. The City Council may not create or amend guidelines without prior HDC acGon. 
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B. Conduct surveys and studies of neighborhoods, areas, places, structures, objects and improvements within 
the City of Conway for the purpose of determining those of disGncGve historic, community, architectural, or 
archeological interest or value; 

C. Help facilitate the nominaGon of buildings, structures, objects, and historic districts to the NaGonal Register 
of Historic Places; 

D. Recommend to the City Council the adopGon of Ordinances designaGng areas as having special historic 
community or architectural value as "historic district"and add these historic districts to the provisions of 
this Ordinance; 

E. Keep a register of all properGes and structures that have been designated as historically significant 
including all informaGon required for each designaGon; 

F. Obtain the services of qualified persons to direct, advise and assist the Historic District Commission; 

G. Request and receive any appropriate informaGon, cooperaGon, assistance or studies from any City 
departments, boards, agencies or commissions and any joint city-county departments, boards, agencies or 
commissions; 

H. Advise and assist owners of historic properGes within historic districts on physical and financial aspects of 
preservaGon, renovaGon, rehabilitaGon, and reuse, and on procedures for inclusion on the NaGonal 
Register of Historic Places; 

I. Promote the educaGon and understanding of Conway's heritage; 

J. Hold public hearings to review applicaGons for cerGficates of appropriateness; 

K. Periodically review the Conway Zoning Ordinance and recommend to the Planning Commission and the 
City Council any amendments appropriate for the protecGon and conGnued use of property within historic 
districts; 

L. Review and make recommendaGons to the Planning Commission on all condiGonal uses, rezonings, and 
variances that affect properGes within historic districts; 

M. TesGfy before relevant boards and commissions on any maWer affecGng architecturally and/or historically 
significant properGes; 

N. Destroy, exchange or otherwise dispose of in accordance with the law, any materials in its possession, 
except borrowed materials, which it may find to be worthless or surplus to its needs; 

O. Establish and make reasonable charges for furnishing copies of materials in its possession or for sales of 
historic memorabilia or signs; 

P. Expend any moneys arising from grants, contribuGons or gratuiGes, and receive bequests or donaGons of 
real or personal property and convert into money any such property which cannot be used in the form 
received, and expend the same for any of the funcGons performable by it; constrained by the financial 
policies of the City and subject to City Council approval; 

Q. Cooperate with the Arkansas Historic PreservaGon Program, historical associaGons and other non- profit 
organizaGons devoted to the history of this city and state; 

R. Take such other acGon, not inconsistent with law, as it shall deem necessary in the performance of any of 
its funcGons. 

SecQon 8. Robinson Historic District NaQonal Historic Register Of Historic Places Boundary: 

The Historic District, as listed on the NaGonal Register of Historic Places, January 2001, shall consist of that area of 
the City shown on Appendix C, which is aWached hereto and made a part hereof. 

The Robinson Historic District in Conway, Arkansas, is generally described as follows: 
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Beginning at a point at the northeast corner of the property line of 1504 Prince Street, the boundary runs due 
south along the centerline of Faulkner Street to the centerline of the intersecGon of Faulkner Street and 
Robinson Avenue. The boundary then turns and runs west along the centerline of Robinson Avenue to the 
intersecGon of Robinson Avenue and Center Street. At this juncGon, the boundary turns to run south along 
Center Street to the rear property lines of the southern side of Robinson Avenue through the 1900 block. At 
the southwest corner of the rear (south) property line of 1931RobinsonAvenue,the boundary turns and runs 
north along the centerline of Watkins Street to its intersecGon with Robinson Avenue, then turns west and 
runs to the point where rear (west) property lines of houses on the west side of the 800 block of Watkins 
Street intersect with Robinson Avenue. The boundary then runs north along the rear (west) property lines of 
the west side of the 800 block of Watkins Street to Caldwell Street. The boundary then conGnues to run north 
to the north west corner of the property line of 2010 Caldwell Street. The boundary then runs east along 
rear(north)property lines of buildings on the north side of Caldwell Street beginning at the rear of 2010 
Caldwell running east to 1808 Caldwell. At the northeast corner of the property line of 1808 Caldwell, the 
boundary intersects with Davis Street. At this point, the boundary turns and runs north along the center line of 
Davis Street to the northwest corner of the property line of 1720Prince Street where it turns to run east along 
rear (north) property lines of houses and buildings on the north side of Prince Street from the 1700 block east 
to the point of boundary origin at the northeast corner of the property line of 1504 Prince Street. (A$achment 
B) (Appendix B) 

SecQon 9. DefiniQons: 

Unless specifically defined below, words or phrases shall have the same meaning, they have in common usage. 

AdapQve Use - RehabilitaGon of a historic structure for use other than its original use such as a residence 
converted into offices. 

AddiQon - New construcGon added to an exisGng building or structure.  

AlteraQon -Any project involving change of or addiGon to an exisGng building as it pertains to exterior of 

the building as viewable from a public right of way 

Area Of Influence - The affected area to be noGfied for a public hearing as determined by a specific type of 
construcGon, alteraGon, restoraGon, moving or demoliGon as described in the individual categories found in 
the guidelines for review adopted by the Historic District Commission. 

Building - Any structure having a roof supported by columns or walls for the housing or enclosure of persons or 
animals. 

CerQficate of Appropriateness - A document awarded by the Historic District Commission allowing an 
applicant to proceed with a proposed rehabilitaGon, renovaGon, preservaGon, alteraGon, demoliGon, or new 
construcGon in a designated area or site, following a determinaGon of the proposal’s suitability according to 
applicable criteria. 

CerQficate of Economic Hardship - A cerGficate issued by the Historic District Commission waiving the 
requirement for a CerGficate of Appropriateness due t o significant financial constraints of the property owner. 

Character - The qualiGes and aWributes of any structure, site, street or district. 

Contemporary - ReflecGng characterisGcs of the current period. Contemporary denotes characterisGcs which 
illustrate that a building, structure, or detail was constructed in the present or recent past rather than being 
imitaGve or reflecGve of a historic design. 

Detailing - Architectural aspects that, due to parGcular treatment, draw aWenGon to certain parts or features 
of a building. 

DemoliQon - Any act which destroys in whole or in part a building or structure. 
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DemoliQon By Neglect - The destrucGon of a building or structure through abandonment or lack of 

maintenance. 

Design Guidelines - Criteria developed by preservaGon commissions to idenGfy design concerns in an area and 
to help property owners ensure that rehabilitaGon and new construcGon respect the character of designated 
buildings and districts. 

Element - A material part or detail of a site, structure, street, or district. 

Entrance Area - The area of access to the interior of the building including the design, locaGon, and 

materials of all porches, stairs, doors, transoms, and sidelights. 

Exterior Architectural Features - The architectural style, design, and general arrangement of the exterior of a 
structure, including the kind and texture of the building material and the type and style of all windows, doors, 
light fixtures, signs, and other appurtenant fixtures. 

Facade - A face of a building.  

Height - The verGcal distance as measured through the central axis of the building from the elevaGon of the 
lowest finished floor level to the highest point of the building. 

Historic District - A geographically definable area with a significant concentraGon of buildings, structures, sites, 
spaces, or objects unified by past events, physical development, design, sesng, materials, workmanship, sense 
of cohesiveness or related historical and aestheGc associaGons. The significance of a district may be recognized 
through lisGng in a local, state, or naGonal register and may be protected legally through enactment of a local 
historic district ordinance administered by a historic district commission. For the purpose of this ordinance, 
“Historic District” shall refer to the local ordinance historic district created herein, unless specifically noted. 

Landmark - A building, structure, object or site which is idenGfied as a historic resource of parGcular 
significance. 

Massing -Volume, magnitude, or overall size of a building. 

Ordinary Maintenance - Those improvements, which do not change but simply upgrade a structure. 

Owner of Record - The person, corporaGon, or other legal enGty listed as owner on the records of Faulkner 
County. 

PreservaQon- The maintenance of a property without significant alteraGon to its current condiGon. 

ProporQon - RelaGonship of height to width of the building outline as well as individual components. 

Public No8ce - The public hearing sign posted on property for which a cer8ficate of appropriateness is 
sought to no8fy the general public of the upcoming public hearing. Also the pos8ng of a no8ce of the 
upcoming public hearing on the HDC website. 

RehabilitaQon - The process of returning a property to a state of uGlity, through repair or alteraGon, which 
makes possible an efficient contemporary use while preserving those porGons and features of the property 
which are significant to its historic, architectural, and cultural values. 

RestoraQon - The process of returning a building to its condiGon at a specific Gme period, oden to its original 
condiGon. 

Rhythm - A harmonious or orderly recurrence of composiGonal elements at regular intervals, including the 
locaGon of doors and the placement of windows, symmetrically or asymmetrically and their relaGve 
proporGon. 

Roof Area - The outside covering of a building or structure extending above the verGcal walls including the 
form,material,and texture of the roof, including the slope, pitch, and spacing of roof covering. Roof area also 
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includes but is not limited to size, design, number, and locaGon of dormers; the design and placement of 
cornices; and the size, design, material, and locaGon of chimneys. 

Scale - The relaGve dimension, size, degree or proporGon of parts of a building to one another or group of 
buildings. 

Signage: 

Area (of a sign) -  The surface area of a sign measured with a maximum of three (3) dis9nct and abu;ng 
"areas" made up of squares or rectangles which encompass the extreme limits of the sign including all 
structures and components.  

Banner Sign - A sign of cloth or other flexible material which projects from or hangs from a building, pole, 
or wire. 

Freestanding Sign - A sign supported permanently upon the ground by poles or braces and not aFached to 
any building. 

Height (of a sign) - The ver9cal distance between the highest part of a sign or its suppor9ng structure, 
whichever is higher, and the average established ground level beneath the sign. Any berm or other fill 
placed at the base of the sign shall not be considered normal ground eleva9on. 

Monument Sign - A sign mounted directly to the ground. No poles shall be visible. The maximum height is 
measured from the ground to the top of the sign including any base construc9on. 

Post and Arm Sign - A sign supported by an upright post with a horizontal arm, from which a sign is 
suspended. No part of the structural support may be greater than six (6) inches in any dimension. 
Maximum height of four (4) feet. 

Two-pole Sign - A sign constructed with two ver9cal support poles. The poles shall be mounted on the 
outside of the sign face or within the outside one-fourth (1⁄4) of the sign face. A sign face may be mounted 
on top or between the two ver9cal poles. 

Ver8cal Banner- a banner hung or projec9ng typically from a pole, such as a street light, in the public 
right-of way designated for civic use. 

SiQng -LocaGon of a building in relaGonship to the legal boundaries and setbacks, adjacent properGes, and the 
natural condiGons of the site. . 

Structure - Any construcGon, or any producGon or piece of work arGficially built up or composed of parts 
joined together in some definite manner. That which is built or constructed; an edifice or building of any kind; 
excluding but not limited to, electric and cable television distribuGon and transmission lines, poles and 
equipment, fire hydrants and wastewater collecGon manholes. 

Texture - The visual or tacGle surface characterisGcs created by shape, arrangement, and distribuGon of the 
component materials. 

Tree: 
Canopy Tree - A tree that will reach a mature height of forty (40) to sixty (60) feet. 

Understory Tree - A tree that will reach a mature height of fiQeen (15) to thirty (30) feet. 

Wall Areas - The verGcal architectural member used to define and divide space. This includes but is not  
limited to kind, texture, and exposure of wall sidings and trims and the locaGon, number, and design of all 
window and door openings. 

SecQon 10. CerQficate Of Appropriateness Required: 

No building or structure, including but not limited to masonry walls, fences, light fixtures, steps and paving, other 
appurtenant fixtures, or other elements viewable from the public right of way set forth in design guidelines shall be 
erected, altered, restored, moved, or demolished within said Historic District unGl ader an applicaGon for a 
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CerGficate of Appropriateness as to the exterior architectural features has been submiWed to and approved by the 
HDC. 

A. No building permit or other permit shall be granted for purpose of construcGng or altering structures unGl 
an applicaGon for a CerGficate of Appropriateness as to the exterior architectural features has been 
submiWed to and approved by the HDC. 

B. A CerGficate of Appropriateness shall be required whether or not a building permit is required. 

C. In its deliberaGons under this Ordinance, said HDC shall not consider interior arrangement or use. 

D. Historic District Staff, on behalf of the HDC, shall iniGally determine if a CerGficate of Appropriateness is 
required for any specific project. Staff shall use this ordinance and approved guidelines to make a 
determinaGon. Staff shall report any decisions to the HDC at the next regularly scheduled meeGng ader 
making a determinaGon. 

SecQon 11. DeterminaQon On An ApplicaQon: 

Within a reasonable amount of Gme, not to exceed thirty (30) days ader the filing of an applicaGon for a CerGficate 
of Appropriateness, the HDC shall make a preliminary determinaGon as to the properGes, if any that will be 
materially affected by any of the changes proposed in said applicaGon. The HDC shall promptly send by mail, 
postage prepaid, to the applicant and to the owners of all such affected properGes, a noGce of hearing to be held 
by the HDC on said applicaGon. The applicant shall place a public hearing sign on the property a minimum of fideen 
(15) days prior to the hearing. This public hearing sign is obtained from the Conway Planning and Development 
Department for a minimal fee. The HDC shall post a public noGce on the HDC’s website announcing the public 
hearing. The hearing shall be held no later than 60 days ader the iniGal applicaGon. 

A. The HDC, at the public hearing, shall hear all persons desiring to present informaGon regarding the 
applicaGon. The HDC shall act on such applicaGon for CerGficate of Appropriateness within 30 days. The 
HDC shall determine whether the restoraGon, rehabilitaGon, renovaGon, preservaGon, alteraGon, 
construcGon, moving or demoliGon of buildings, structures, or appurtenant fixtures involved will be 
appropriate to the preservaGon of the Historic District. If the HDC determines that a cerGficate of 
appropriateness should not be issued, it shall place upon its records the reasons for such determinaGon. 
The HDC shall immediately noGfy the applicant of fits determinaGon. 

B. Proposed repairs, alteraGons, new construcGon, moving, or demoliGon in the Historic District shall respect 
and relate to the special character of the District. In making its determinaGon, the HDC shall consider 
without being limited to the following criteria within the context of the Secretary of Interior’s Standards for 
RehabilitaGon adapted specifically to Conway: 

1. The purpose of this Ordinance; 
2. The architectural or historic value or significance of a building and its relaGonship to the surrounding 

area; 
3. The general compaGbility of proposed changes; and 
4. Any other factor, including visual and aestheGc, considered perGnent. 

C. The HDC shall encourage proposed changes, which reflect the original design of the structure, based on 
photographs, wriWen descripGon, or other historical documentaGon, and may be guided by the following 
preferences: 

1. It is preferable to preserve by maintenance rather than to repair original features of the building. 
2. It is preferable to repair rather than to reconstruct if possible. 
3. It is preferable to restore by reconstrucGon of original features (not limited to original materials) 

rather than to remove or remodel. 
4. Contemporary design shall not be excluded from consideraGon. 
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D. When evaluaGng the general compaGbility of alteraGons t o the exterior of any building in the Historic 
District, the HDC shall consider, but not be limited to, the following factors within the building's area of 
influence within the context of Secretary of the Interior Standards of RehabilitaGon adopted specifically to 
Conway: 

1. SiGng 
2. Height 
3. ProporGon 
4. Rhythm 
5. Roof area 
6. Entrance area 
7. Wall areas 
8. Detailing 
9. Facade 
10. Scale 
11. Massing 

E. New construcGon shall be judged on its compaGbility with the exisGng neighborhood and area of influence. 

F. AddiGons to exisGng buildings shall be judged in the same manner as new construcGon and shall 
complement the design of the original building. 

G. No change shall be made in the scope of work for any building permit ader issuance of a CerGficate of 
Appropriateness without resubmisng to the HDC and receiving approval in the same manner as provided 
above. 

H. Within Conway historic districts, the HDC shall determine appropriate lot coverages and setbacks, as per 
approved design guidelines for each district. 

I. Within Conway historic districts, single family residences may be constructed on lots that were plaWed and/
or subdivided by deed no later than ten (10) years prior to the CerGficate of Appropriateness applicaGon, 
regardless of lot dimensions or square footage. 

J. Within Conway historic districts, street right of way dedicaGon as required by new construcGon shall be 
directed as per individual district guidelines. 

K. As part of a CerGficate of Appropriateness review, removal of any trees over eight inches (8”) in diameter 
must be approved by the HDC. Also as part of this review, street canopy trees shall be planted along street 
frontages at a rate of one (1) tree per thirty feet (30’) of street frontage. If overhead uGliGes exist, then 
understory trees shall be planted at the same rate as canopy trees. ExisGng street trees over eight inches 
(8”) in diameter may count towards the required number as per approval of the HDC. 

L. Within Conway historic districts all signage is subject to approval of the HDC. Freestanding signage shall be 
externally lit, monument, two pole, or post and arm style and shall be no greater than sixteen square feet 
(16 s.f.) in area per side and no more than four feet (4’) in height. Banner signs are prohibited with the 
excepGon of non-commercial verGcal banners. All other signage shall be governed by current City of 
Conway sign regulaGons. 

M. A sidewalk shall be constructed or repaired as part of new construcGon in the Robinson Historic District. 

Sidewalk ExcepGon: Sidewalks are not required with the construcGon of an addiGon or outbuilding with a 
footprint area of less than 30% of the primary structure’s footprint. 

Sidewalks are historically correct and add an essenGal pedestrian element to the area. Sidewalks shall be 
constructed/repaired for all street frontages and shall be 5 feet wide unless the width differs historically. 
Sidewalks shall pass through driveways if ADA requirements cannot be met.  If sidewalks are not prevalent 
in the area or not technically feasible due to uGliGes, easements, rights of way, etc., an in-lieu fee of $3 per 
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square foot may be paid into the general sidewalk fund to be used within the boundaries of the Old 
Conway area. The Conway Historic District Commission will determine if a request for a sidewalk excepGon 
is reasonable. the maximum residenGal in-lieu fee shall be $1875.  

SecQon 12. DemoliQon: 

A. If the applicaGon for a CerGficate of Appropriateness involves the demoliGon of a building, which the HDC 
iniGally determines to be an inappropriate demoliGon, then the HDC may defer the maWer unGl such Gme 
as it has had an opportunity to consider the following alternaGves to the demoliGon of subject property: 

1. Sources of funding for preservaGon and restoraGon acGviGes if lack of such funds is the reason for 
the request to demolish. 

2. AdapGve use changes. 
3. An aWempt to find a purchaser for the property who would maintain the building in a suitable and 

acceptable manner. 
4. The feasibility of moving the building to another appropriate locaGon. 
5. Any such other soluGon as may be deemed advisable and in keeping with the spirit and intent of this 

Ordinance. 

B. The owner or other person having legal custody of any building or structure within a historic district shall 
keep the structure properly maintained and repaired in order to prevent demoliGon by neglect. However, 
during the Gme as determined by the criteria outlined in SecGon 9 herein the HDC is considering any one of 
the alternaGves above, progress reports shall be made by the HDC and/or its staff at its regularly scheduled 
meeGng. If, at the expiraGon of six (6) calendar months from the date of the first public hearing of an 
applicaGon for demoliGon, the HDC has not found a viable alternaGve to the demoliGon of the property, 
the HDC shall reschedule the maWer for public hearing requiring noGces as aforesaid, and upon said public 
hearing, make its final determinaGon as to the applicaGon. In such cases, the public hearing for final 
determinaGon shall be held within one (1) calendar month ader the expiraGon of the six (6) months from 
the date of the first public hearing; and at the second public hearing, the HDC may hear such maWers as are 
considered necessary or desirable to be fully advised of all facts and circumstances pertaining to the 
proposed demoliGon. At the second public hearing, the HDC may immediately announce its decision or 
take the maWer under advisement to its next regularly scheduled meeGng but in no event longer than two 
(2) calendar months ader the expiraGon of the six month period ader the first public hearing. If the HDC 
has rendered no decision on the applicaGon for demoliGon within two (2) calendar months ader the 
expiraGon of the six (6) months following the first public hearing, the HDC shall consider the applicaGon as 
having been approved and shall issue a CerGficate of Appropriateness. 

C. Provided, that this ordinance shall not apply to any ordinances or amendments thereto enacted by the City 
of Conway pursuant to the authority of ACA 14-56-203 regarding the razing and removal of dilapidated 
buildings. 

SecQon 13. Economic Hardship: 

In addiGon to considering, the maWers brought to the aWenGon of the HDC and the criteria set out above, the HDC 
may determine that failure to issue a CerGficate of Appropriateness will create a substanGal financial hardship to 
the applicant. 

A. It shall be incumbent on the applicant to demonstrate financial hardship to the HDC. 

B. If the property is a significant historic and community resource, the HDC may invoke up to a ninety (90)day 
delay of proposed work. During this period of delay, the HDC shall propose suitable alternaGves to the 
proposed work for the applicant to invesGgate. The applicant, with the assistance of the HDC and/or City 
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staff, shall invesGgate the feasibility of the proposed alternaGves, and report their findings to the HDC. If 
the applicant fails such, the HDC may consider this failure in their deliberaGons. 

C. If, ader the end of the ninety (90) day delay period, no reasonable use can be found or economic return can 
be obtained and there has been no substanGal detriment to the Historic District, the HDC may issue a 
CerGficate of Economic Hardship approving the proposed work. If the HDC finds otherwise, it shall deny the 
applicaGon for CerGficate of Economic Hardship, and record in its records the reasons therefore. 

SecQon 14. Maintenance and Repair: 

The owner or other person having legal custody of any building or structure within a historic district shall keep the 
structure properly maintained and repaired. It will be the responsibility of such owners to repair a structure if it is 
found to have deterioraGon, within the context of Secretary of the Interior Standards of RehabilitaGon adopted 
specifically to Conway including but not limited to: 

A. The deterioraGon of exterior walls or other verGcal supports; 
B. The deterioraGon of external chimneys; 
C. The deterioraGon of roofs or other horizontal members; 
D. The deterioraGon or crumbling of exterior plasters or mortar; 
E. The ineffecGve waterproofing of exterior waIls, roofs, foundaGons, including broken windows or doors; 
F. The peeling of paint, rosng, holes and other forms of decay; 
G. The lack of maintenance of surrounding environment, e.g. fences, gates, sidewalks, steps, signs, and 

ancillary structures. 
H. The deterioraGon of any feature so as to create or permit the creaGon of any hazardous or unsafe condiGon 

or condiGons. 

The HDC may noGfy the property owner of any violaGons of these maintenance requirements by mail, giving 
details of the violaGon along with a Gme period no shorter than 60 days but longer as required for remedy of 
the violaGon and consequences of failure to remedy the violaGon. 

SecQon 15. Work Not Requiring a CerQficate of Appropriateness: 

A. Nothing in this Ordinance shall be construed to prevent the ordinary maintenance or repair of any exterior 
architectural feature in the Historic District, which does not involve a change in design, materials, or outer 
appearance. Such ordinary maintenance will not require a CerGficate of Appropriateness. 

1. For the purposes of this Ordinance, proposed work consisGng only of a change in exterior paint 
colors shall be considered ordinary maintenance. 

B. This Ordinance shall not prevent the restoraGon, rehabilitaGon, renovaGon, preservaGon, alteraGon, 
construcGon, or demoliGon of any such feature that the building inspector or similar agent of the City shall 
cerGfy is required for the public safety. In emergency situaGons, threatening life, limb, or significant 
property damage, work may be performed without a CerGficate of Appropriateness. 

C. This Ordinance shall not prevent the restoraGon, rehabilitaGon, renovaGon, preservaGon, alteraGon, 
construcGon, or demoliGon of any such feature under a permit issued by a building inspector or similar 
agent of the City prior to the effecGve date of the establishment of said Historic District. 

SecQon 16. Applicability to City and UQliQes: 

Structures erected and/or maintained by the City of Conway and by public uGlity companies within historic districts 
shall be subject to the provisions of this Ordinance. The HDC shall consider these cerGficates in accordance with 
the procedures and standards applicable to individual cerGficates. 

SecQon 17. Appeals: 
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The HDC may adopt, within its own rules, procedures for addressing aggrieved applicants or reconsidering prior 
decisions. Any applicant sGll aggrieved by the determinaGon of the HDC may, within thirty (30) days ader the 
making of such decision, appeal the determinaGon of the HDC to the Circuit Court of Faulkner County, Arkansas. 

SecQon 18. Enforcement: 

In the event that work being performed is found not to be in accordance with the CerGficate of Appropriateness or 
upon noGficaGon of such fact by the Historic District Commission and/or City staff, the building inspector shall issue 
a stop work order and all work shall immediately cease. No further work shall be undertaken on the project as long 
as a stop work order is in effect. Stop work orders and penalGes for non-compliance with such will been forced 
according to other applicable laws. A decision shall be made by the HDC concerning the stop work order within five 
( 5 ) business days. 

Any person who violates any of the provisions of this Ordinance shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon 
convicGon thereof shall be fined ten dollars ($10.00) to five hundred dollars ($500) per day, in accordance with 
state statute. Each day that a violaGon conGnues to exist shall consGtute a separate offense. 

SecQon 19. Other Ordinances: 

All Ordinances and parts of Ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed. This Ordinance is amendatory to 
the Conway Municipal Code. 

SecQon 20. State Law: 

It is the legislaGve intent of the Conway City Council to grant to the Conway Historic District Commission authority 
to the extent allowed under the Arkansas Historic Districts Act, Act 484 of 1963 as amended and codified at 
Arkansas Code Annotated §14-172-101 et seq. Should Arkansas law hereader be amended, this Ordinance shall 
conform to state law. 

SecQon 21. Emergency: 

The City Council has found and determined that the creaGon and establishment of a Historic District Commission 
for the City of Conway is essenGal in order to assure the preservaGon of historic districts and buildings related to 
the history of the City. In consideraGon of the public interest to be preserved, an emergency is hereby declared to 
exist and this Ordinance being necessary for the immediate preservaGon of the public peace, health and safety 
shall be in full force and effect immediately from and ader the date of its passage. 
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APPENDIX A 
The Secretary of the Interiors Standards of RehabilitaQon 

The Standards that follow were originally published in 1977 and revisited in 1990 as part of the Department of the 
Interior RegulaGons (36 CFR Part 67, Historic PreservaGon CerGficaGons). They pertain to historic buildings of all 
materials, construcGon types, sizes, and occupancy and encompass the exterior and the interior of historic 
buildings. 

The standards also encompass related landscape features and the building’s site and environment as well as 
aWached adjacent or related new construcGon. The Standards are to be applied to specific rehabilitaGon 
projecGons in a reasonable manner, taking into consideraGon economic and technical feasibility. 

Historic Guidelines 

1. Property shall be used for its historic purpose or be placed in a new use that requires minimal change to the 
defining characterisGcs of the building and its site and environment. 

2. The historic character of property shall be retained and preserved. The removal of historic materials or 
alteraGon of features and spaces that characterize a property shall be avoided. 

3. Each property shall be recognized as a physical record of its Gme, place, and use. Changes that create a false 
sense of historical development, such as adding conjectural features or architectural elements from other 
buildings, shall not be undertaken. 

4. Most properGes change over Gme; those changes that have acquired historic significance in their own right 
shall be retained and preserved. 

5. DisGncGve features,finishes,and construcGon techniques or examples of cradsmanship that characterize a 
property shall be preserved. 

6. Deteriorated historic features shall be repaired rather than replaced. Where the severity of deterioraGon 
requires replacement of a disGncGve feature, the new feature shall match the old design in color, texture, and 
other visual qualiGes and, where possible,materials. Replacement of missing features shall be substanGated by 
documentary, physical, or pictorial evidence. 

7. Chemical or physical treatments, such as sandblasGng, that cause damage to historic materials shall not be 
used. The surface cleaning of structures, if appropriate, shall be under taken in the gentlest means possible. 

8. Significant archaeological resources affected by a project shall be protected and preserved. If such resources 
must be disturbed, miGgaGon measures shall be undertaken. 

9. New addiGons, exterior alteraGons, or related new construcGon shall not destroy historic materials that 
characterize the property. ThenewworkshallbedifferenGatedfromtheoldandshallbecompaGblewiththe massing, 
size, scale, and architectural features to protect the historic integrity of the property and its environment. 

10. New addiGons and adjacent or related new construcGon shall be undertaken in such a manner that if removed 
in the future, the essenGal form and integrity of the historic property and its environment would be 
unimpaired. 
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APPENDIX B 
Boundary DescripQon for the Asa P. Robinson Historic District 

StarGng at a point at the centerline of Faulkner Street 150.0' north of the centerline of Prince Street; thence south 
along the centerline of Faulkner Street to the centerline of Prince Street; thence east along the centerline of Prince 
Street a distance of 186.0'; thence south along the eastern boundary of the western half of block 25 Robinson's 
plan a distance of 640.0' to the centerline of Caldwell Street; thence west along the centerline of Caldwell Street a 
distance 220.0' to the centerline of the western offset of Faulkner Street; thence south along the centerline of 
Faulkner Street to the centerline of Robinson Avenue a distance of 680.0'; thence west along the centerline of 
Robinson Avenue to the centerline of Center Street a distance of 359.0'; thence south along the centerline of 
Center Street a distance of 170.0'; thence west across lot 15 block 32 Robinson's plan a distance of 193.5'; thence 
south along the eastern boundary of lot 3 block 32 Robinson's plan a distance of 20.0'; thence west along the 
southern boundary of lot 3 block 32 Robinson's plan to centerline of Ash Street a distance of 193.5'; thence south 
along the centerline of Ash Street a distance of 140.0'; thence west to the centerline of Davis Street a distance of 
387.0'; thence north along the centerline of Davis Street a distance of 95.0'; thence west along the southern 
boundary lot 4 D.O. Harton subdivision block 38 Robinson's plan a distance of 180.0'; thence south along the 
eastern boundary of lot 20 D.O. Harton subdivision block 38 Robinson's plan a distance of 250.0'; thence west 
along the southern boundary of lot 20 D.O. Harton subdivision block 38 Robinson's plan a distance of219.0'; thence 
north along the western boundary of lot 20 D.O. Harton subdivision block 38 Robinson's plan a distance of 300.0'; 
thence west along the southern boundary of lots 21, 22 & 23 D.O. Harton subdivision block 38 Robinson's plan a 
distance of 180.0' to the centerline of Mitchell Street; thence south north along the centerline of Mitchell Street a 
distance of 145.0' 85’; thence west along the southern boundary of lots 1 , 2 & 3 block 42 Robinson's plan a 
distance of 579.0' to the centerline of Watkins Street; thence west 150’; thence south 230’; thence west 139.5’ to 
the southeast corner of Lot 2, Block 42, Robinson’s Plan; thence west along the southern boundary of Lots 2 and 
3, Block 42, Robinson’s Plan a distance of 289.5’ to the centerline of Watkins Street; thence north along the 
centerline of Watkins Street to the centerline of Robinson Avenue a distance of 345.0'; thence west along the 
centerline of Robinson Avenue a distance of 159.75'; thence north along the western boundary of lot 5 block 45 
Robinson's plan a distance of 345.0'; thence conGnuing north to the centerline of Caldwell Street a distance of 
335.0'; thence west along the center line of Caldwell Street a distance of 20.25'; thence north along the western 
boundary of lot 5-C block 44 Robinson's plan a distance of 176.25'; thence east along the northern boundary of lot 
5-C block 44 Robinson's plan a distance of 180.0' to the centerline of Watkins Street; thence east along the 
northern boundary of lots 7 & 8 block 40 Robinson's plan a distance of 579.0' to the centerline Mitchell Street; 
thence south along the centerline of Mitchell Street a distance of 12.5'; thence east along the northern boundary 
of lots 20, 19, 18, 17, 16, 15, 14, 13, 12 & 11 block 36 112 Robinson's plan a distance of 579.0' to the centerline of 
Davis Street; thence north along the centerline of Davis Street a distance of 694.25'; thence east along the 
northern boundary of lots 180-C & 180-D Stermer's replat Fiddler's survey a distance of 230.0'; thence north along 
the western boundary of 180E Stermer's replat Fiddler's survey a distance of 173.0'; thence east along the northern 
boundary of lot 180E Stermer's replat Fiddler's survey a distance of 50.0'; thence south along the eastern boundary 
of lot 180E Stermer's replat Fiddler's survey a distance of 181 .Of; thence east along the northern boundary of lot 
179 Fiddler's survey a distance of 100.0'; thence north along the western most boundary of lot 177-A Fiddler's 
survey a distance of 97.0'; thence east along the northern most boundary of lot 177-A Fiddler's survey a distance of 
140.0'; thence south along the western boundary of lot 234-B Fiddler's survey a distance of 30.0'; thence east along 
the southern boundary of 234-B Fiddler's survey a distance of 80.0'; thence south along the easternmost boundary 
of lot 177-A Fiddler's survey a distance of 127.0'; thence east along the northern boundary of lot 233 Fiddler's 
survey a distance of 190.0' to the centerline of Clidon Street; thence east a distance of 350.0'to the point of 
beginning. 

Notes: 
If a descripGon approximates the locaGon of a property line, it is assumed to be on that property line. 
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APPENDIX C 
Boundary Map of the Asa P. Robinson Historic District


